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INSIDE THIS ISSUE . .
8  GFAA Executive Meetingd 2nd May 2009
GFAA News The meeting which was held in Sydney was a very successful and
productive meeting with all States being represented by their State
Officers.
Reports

Roecour d. Off 6ra e Reports from the meeting have been published in this Newsletter.

Nth QLD Report 8
Sth QLD Report 8 Club Newsletters

NSW Report Several requests have been made for Clubs to put GFAA on the mailing
VIC Report list for Club Newsletters interesting information from these Newsletters
TAS Report can then be published in the GFAA Newsletters, as you will note from the
SA Report State News section only 4 Clubs from NSW and 1 Club from QLD, VIC
Sth WA Report and NT respectively. We thank these Clubs for their contribution and ask
Nth WA Report that other Clubs follow suit.

NT.Report

— —
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is extended to enter the

NINTH GFAA Junior National Tournament
1st July 2009 to 30th June 2010

We invite all Junior/ Smal | Fry angl ers
Trophy winners from the Ninth Junior Tournament will be announced at the

GFAA Annual Presentation Dinner to be held during the GFAA Annual

Conference in Sydney.

S EIEENES Juniors are the future of our sport therefore they are Special People to us. We
need to encourage them and their friends to participate. We ask that States and
Clubs support and promote the tournament. The best way to do this is for Clubs
NEWESTIVGRNEUCEREISTCE N 1 outomatically enter and pay for every Junior member of their Club.

Queensland 32 The Tournament has two categoriesd Junior Anglers 11 years to under 16 years
and Small Fry Anglers up to 11 years.

gctens! 33 The Entry fee is just $10.00, there are some fabulous trophies and prizes that will
be won during the year.

Northern Territory 33

Just log onto the GFAA website at www.gfaa.asn.aud Junior Happenings and
Tournament page and download an entry form, have the angler & parent
complete the relative section, a club official must sign and date the entry form

and send to the National Coordinator along with the $10.00 entry fee.
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GFAA Annual Conference & Annual Dinner
18th, 19th September 2009
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Please note the following due date requirements:
Nomination Forms; GFAA Annual Trophiesmust be faxed to
(02) 4971 3936 OR emailedgat.jones@afaa.asn.aby 31* July 2009.

All Clubs should submit a nomination form whether you believe the angler would win a trophy or not, fhe
Club is letting down their anglers by not submitting these forms.
Any nomination forms received after the due date will not be considered for trophies.

Alterations to Constitution & Alterations to Angling Rules & Equipment Regulatiqris be listed on the
agenda must be forwarded to this office by23“ July 2009

=

Affiliation Feesfor enrolled affiliated members as at 8Qune 2009, must be paid by3August 2009 as pq
clause 3.07(c) of the ConstitutioBtate Statistic form and names of addressafsenrolled affiliated
members as at 30June must be returned b81% August 2009

The following information must reach this office %™ August 2009
1. 9ESQOdzi A @S hTFAOSNDRE wSLR2 NI &
2. Nominations for President & Videresident
Nominations for Honorary Executive Officers
(i) Treasurer
(i) Records Officer
(iif) Public Officer
Nominations for Junior Tournament Committee
(i) National Coordinator
(i) One Coordinator from each State
5. Nominations for Rules Committee Members
6. Notification of State Executive Officers
7. General Submissions and other items to be listed as Agenda items.

2011 & 2012 Australian International Billfish Tournament

GFAA has awarded WAGFA the right to hold the 2011 & 2012 AIBT in Western Australia.

The 2011 tournament will be hosted by Exmouth GFC, further information regarding the 2011 event Will be
forwarded to all States to pass onto their Clubs as it comes to hand.
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2009 Australian International Billfish Tournament <= -
held under the auspices of GFAA
Port Stephens, NSW 3 L

25th & 26th February 2009

2009 AIBT Trophy Winners

E.W. Palmer Perpetual Trophy Mal Ramsay Trophy Moreton Bay GFC Trophy
Champion Team Champion Angler lenner-up Team
iTake Ti med Fred Johnson AGunrunner (
Keith Johnson (c), Fred Johnson Botany Bay GFC Scott Lee (c), Jason Lee,

Katie Lee & Phillipa Seldon

& Geoff Brooks
N6cle & Port {

Botany Bay GFC

GFAA President Grahame Williams, GFAA Records Officer Peter Babarskas, WA Sth Executive Offi
Webber & WA Nth Executive Officer Dennis Bejarf A G K FA A KSR GKS (2dzNYy I Y
YR abSY2¢éd

Whilst the GFAA teams did not win any AIBT trophies, Dennis did manage to tag a striped marlin whi
not easy to do given the lack of fish over that period.
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Eligible Tag & Release

by SPECIES

Albacore

Thunnus alalunga
Amberjack

Seriola dumerilii
Barracuda

Sphyraena spp.

Bonito

Sarda spp.

Broadbill

Xiphias gladius

Cobia

Rachycentron canadum
Dolphinfish (Mahi Mahi)
Coryphaena hippurus
Eagle Ray

Myliobatis australis
Mackerel - Broad Barred
Scomberomorus semifasciatus
Mackerel - Narrow Barred
Scomberomorus commerson
Mackerel - Spotted
Scomberomorus spp.
Marlin - Black

Makaira indica

by LENGTH

Kingfish - Yellowtail

Seriola lalandi (70cm min. size)
Queenfish

Scomberoides spp. (60cm min.

Species List

As of the 1st July 2009, GFAA will have a separate tag & release species list to the capture list.
Please note special rules regarding tagging by length & state for certain species.

Marlin - Pacific Blue
Makaira nigricans
Marlin - Striped
Tetrapturus audax
Rainbow Runner
Elagtis bipinnulatus
Sailfish

Istiophorus platypterus
Samson Fish

Seriola hippos

Shark - Blue
Prionace glauca
Shark - Gummy
Mustelus antarcticus
Shark - Hammerhead
Sphyrna spp.

Shark - Mako

Isurus spp.

Shark - Porbeagle
Lamna nasus

Shark - School (Tope)
Galeorhinus galeus
Shark - Thresher
Alopias spp.

by STATE - VIC, SA & WA (South of Tropic of

Shark - Tiger

Galeocerdo cuvier

Shark - Whaler
Carcharinus spp.
Spearfish

Tetrapturus spp.

Tuna - Bigeye

Thunnus obesus

Tuna - Bluefin

Thunnus thynnus orientalis
Tuna - Dogtooth
Gymnosarda unicolor
Tuna - Large Scale
Grammatorcynus bicarinatus
Tuna - Longtail

Thunnus tonggol

Tuna - Mackerel (Kawa Kawa)
Euthynnus affinis

Tuna - Skipjack
Katsuwonus pelamis

Tuna - Southern Bluefin
Thunnus maccoyii

Tuna - Yellowfin

Thunnus albacares
Wahoo

Acanthocybium solandri

Trevally - Silver *
Pseudocaranx dentex (35cm minimum)

size) Snapper *

Trevally - Big Eye

Caranx sexfasciatus (60cm min. size)

Trevally - Giant
Caranx ignobilis (60cm min. size)
Trevally - Gold Spot

Carangoides fulvoguttatus (60cm min. size)

Trevally - Golden

Gnathanodon speciosus (60cm min. size)

Pagrus auratus (40cm minimum)

Salmon - Australian *

Arripis trutta (40cm minimum size)

Mulloway (Jewfish)

Argyrosomus japonicus (60cm minimum size)

Notes:
1. All Sharks must be a minimum of 100 cm in

2. Species marked with * asterisk are to be
tagged with the new small plastic game fish

tag



GFAA Newsletter

GFAA Guideline for the use of Specific Tags
It is of concern that not all anglers are using the correct tag for specific species.
DC!! KI & vy AGuidelRefadth&Re of Specific Tags

SMALL PELAGIC TAG 0o Silver Trevally, Snapper &
— < Australian Salmoa refer eligible T&R list for special conditions

s <4 | ARGE PELAGIC TAG & all other pelagic species

pp—— - ¢ STEEL HEAD SHARK TAG

S s G B|| | FISH ONLY TAG

0] No tag & release points shall be awarded in State Association approved tournaments unles
GFAA approved tags are used.

(i) ¢KS dzaS 2F (GKS WoAfftFAakK 2yfeQ GF3 Aa a!
Awards.

(iii) It is a condition of membership to GFAA that each State Association, Club and angler MUS
the rules, regulations and guidelines of GFAA

Completing Tag Cards

NSWDPI have as well requested that ALL Clubs
only accept tag cards that have been completed
correctly with ALL information required answered.

Unless these tags cards are filled out correctly
they are of little use to the scientific tagging
program.

It has been suggested that Clubs should not allow
tag points unless the card has been completed
correctly.

Please give this some thought.

Billfish Tagsd Availability & Report Forms
There is no problem with the availability of billfish tags as long as the required reporting comes
back to GFAA, this is still not happening.

Please ensure that ALL Clubs report on a monthly basis to the State Association as to what tags
have been issued, if nil tags have been issued that particular month the Club is still required to
pass on that information to GFAA.

S

b 51
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Record Of fi
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SIX MONTHLY SYDNEY 20009.

It has been a slow six months since the AGM with record claims.
One problem that has crept into the filling out of the claim form is that the girth of th¢ fish
Is being omitted or that the measurement is the depth of the fish & not the girth i.e. the

measurement around the body.

There have been several instances where claims have been received where the skipper h
been the weigh master and there hasnodoft b
angler & the skipper are the only two people doing all the paperwork. In the interest|of

fairness | think, wherever possible, someone independent should witness the weighjng of
the fish unless there are extenuating circumstances i.e remote locations

NEW SPECIES ADDED TO IGFA Line Class Records.
Samson Fish(Seriola hippos)& Pacific Bluefin Tuna (Thunnus orientalis) Have now
been added to the IGFA line class recordelifsictive April 1% 2009

|l have processed 21 records since Oct] o
5 Juniordés & 3 Small fry, there has af| so
are 6 pending records.

Claims by states are as follows; WA 10, QLD 5, VIC 2, NSW 2, SA1,TAS 1, NT (.

Peter Babarskas

GFAA Recorder.
May 2009
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RECORD CLAIM MONTHLY LIST
Please find below list of record claims that have been processed and their status from 2nd October 2008 to
1st April 2009
Ref Class Name State Species Wt Line IGFA GFAA
Class
A2653 M s/w | Leith Latham WA | Cobia 8.32 4 Rejected
A2654 TJIys/W Talisha Cook WA | Broad Barred Macker¢l 4.80 3 Granted
A2655 W s/w | Vicki Searle WA | Broad Barred Macker¢l 6.20 3 Granted
A 2656 | SF s/w | Oscar Jensen QLD | Giant Trevally 2.15 2 Granted
W 761 Js/w | Rebecca Finneyl NSW | Whaler shark 238.00 15 Granted | 6 0 &
A2657 W s/w | Vicki Searle WA | Giant Trevally 2.80( 2 (Tie) Granted
A 2658 [ W s/w [ Vicki Searle WA | Barramundi 3.90 1 Granted
A2659 W s/w | Vicki Searle WA | Whaler Shark 2.90 1 Granted
A2660 SF s/w | Jack Stockdale | VIC | Mako Shark 27.35 10 Granted
A2661 W s/w | Sherie King QLD | Wahoo 27.80, 10 Granted
A2662 Js/w | Zac Ryan QLD | Wahoo 40.15] 24 Granted
A2663 W s/w | Carmen J McClgy QLD | Black Marlin 24.50| 10 tipet Granted
A2664 ]Ic\IXs/w Grant Spees QLD | Barracuda 3.60 1 Granted
A2665 SF s/w | Jack Stockdale | VIC | Mako Shark 35.000 10 Granted
A2666 M s/w | John Marsh SA | Eagle Ray 55.80 8 Pending
A2667 W s/w | Sangeeta Menon WA | Sth Bluefin Tuna 3.81 2 Pending | Pending
Xv2766628 M s/w | Justin Trigwell WA | Black Jewfish 8.20 3 Pending
A2669 Js/w | Eric Locke WA | Black Jewfish 11.00 8 Pending
A2670 W s/w | Caroline Davies| WA | Samson Fish 18.40 4 Pending
A2671 M s/w | Craig Rist TAS | Mako 51.70| 15 tipet Granted
A2672 f]l)c/)s//w Kale Watts NSW | Black Marlin 129.6( 8 Pending
10/1
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North Queensland
Executi ve Off i

As | write this report N.Q. is surfacing from the flood waters. It has been an exceptional
rain event with the most rain ever recorded in a number of areas. The unusual high
flush of nutrients due to the floods has had some incredible results with large yakka and
pilchard schools already forming in Cape Bowling Green Bay. A sight we expect from
May onwards normally.

Game Fishing reports across the north are non existing since Christmas. However it is
very interesting to note the Cairns heavy tackle season had some abnormities this year.
Generally a poor year inshore with the number of large fish down on previous years. A
lot of the boats ventured wide of the reef with pleasing results. The ability to troll 15 or

20 miles off the Ribbons in the current wheh

P.E.W. and their rezoning are attempting to take off us.

On the club fronts Cairns Bluewater is still trying to rebirth.

Innisfail and Mission Beach i no change.

No reports from Ingham.

Townsville and Whitsunday clubs are forging ahead with strong membership numbers.
Stop press news 1 Four (4) boats ventured to Myrmidon Reef last week end with a
score of 4.3.1. black marlin. The fish averaged 300 Ibs. The same week end produced
large schools of big eye tuna around the 50kg. mark.

Mackay is once again in remission.

Now with P.E.W. intervening the goal posts have changed. The Coral Sea re zoning
now proposes the greatest threat to the Australian Giant Marlin fishery we have faced

since area OE©OG.

Whilst the Q.G.F.A. is working on this issue it requires the full support of the G.F.A.A. if
it is to succeed.

The Q.G.F.A. is only the custodian of the giant marlin fishery off Cairns. It belongs to all
Australian game fishermen and should be treated as a national treasure.

The actions taken by the Q.G.F.A. up to date are still a work in progress.

Yours sincerely

Mick Meiers (Nth. Qld. Rep)

t
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South Queensland
Executi ve Of f i

FISHING REPORT.

Clubs have reported reasonable fishing since the November 2008. While weather has been
favourable many of the light tackle tournaments have seen good tagging results. LSGFC 40
billfish tagged from 28 boats. We have seen a flow thru of the small blacks heading south from
the good season in North Queensland. The resent cyclone and subsequent Oil spill seemed to
devastate the fishing action and combined with the rain and fresh water ingress, combined with
an early southwest wind early indications are that light tackle season is finished for 2009.in the
South East area.

Billfish Tags.
Most Clubs in Queensland have finally toed the line with respect to reporting.

Juni or 6s Tour-6Bament 2008

Everything seems to be travelling OK but again | ask for consideration that electronic recording
be adopted. It is time to get away from paper and the use of email reports needs to be allowed
for the

next year Tournament.

QUEENSLAND COASTAL MARINE PARK REVIEWS.

The Moreton Bay Marine Park has been implemented in full and we are now saddled with
some 32 Green zones (No fishing) areas stretching from the Gold Coast to Caloundra. During
the past 2 years | personally attended dozens of night and weekend meetings, and in
collaboration with all the stakeholders, discussed the best outcome to minimise the impact on
each of the fisheries.

The Government told us from day one that if a sector was going to be disadvantaged, they
would not alter that areas zoning.

Well guess what, they, in collaboration with the EPA, simply ignored everything we had resolved
and went ahead with their original plan and took another 3% that was never discussed.

d ¢
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Fads and ARTIFICAL REEF's.

The non-issue of permits by the Qld Government has stalled the deployment of inshore Fads,
but just 2 weeks ago they simply made a decision followed by a phone call to say go ahead and
deploy as usual. Strange thing is we have never deployed in Qld waters before but they are not
aware of this evidently.???

Artificial Reef structures had been suggested as a means of "sweetening" the loss of substantial
fishing grounds under the Moreton Bay Marine Park Review. Somel Million dollars has been
earmarked to undertake a raft of services and funds available for the Reefs project. To date
just a single drop of rock has been deployed and the process seems to have stalled.

Dr Evan Jones has undertaken an enor mous wof
during various meetings with groups and Government departments. For his efforts | thank Evan.

Regards,
Brian [Spike] Kirkby.
nutec@bigpond.net.au

Page 10!
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New South Wales
Executi ve Of f I

Since my last report a lot has happened in NSW in short to simplify there was three main items to report oy.

The NSWGFA Interclub Tournament
AEEO EO 100 O&l ACOEEDPO AOAT O &A1 O OEA UAAO AT A OAEAC
Executive of NSWGFA without including the amount of work put in before the 11 day event itself there has
already been countless hours of preparation behind the scene and unfortunately the amount of work put in
EOT 60 TAARAOOAOEI U OA&EI AAOGAA ET OEA TOOATIA T E& OIEA /
The number of boats this year was down by about 20 boats to 185? We can blame the economic downturt,
but I would like to think that the main reason for this was the lack of fish prior to the event. In the last 5 yeqs

there has been a lot of Marlin in the month prior, but this year boats were going a week without seeing a fi
and although the weather was kinder to the anglers than the previous couple of years they come for fish n
suntan. The tournament ran as smoothly as an event of this size can and was still profitable and fun.

AUPEAAT T URh OEA 1 AOI ET OOOT AA OP ¢ xAAEO AEOAO OEA
complete lack of fish.

The AIBT
This was the first of the two years NSWGFA will run this tournament out of Port Stephens and although we
had 35 boats entered | was personally disappointed with the lower then expected entries.

Again | mainly contribute this to the poor fishing rather than anything in our control. The format was great
with the tournament run midweek between the 2 weekends of the Interclub on the Wednesday and Thursdpy
with both the briefing and Presentation Dinner being held in the Riviera Marquee. Again the Executive of
NSWGFA put in a huge effort and along with everything else to do catered for the event ourselves which erost
that attended would agree put a lot of professional caterers to shame. We believe that we ran this prestigi
event at the high standard to which it deserves and will probably look at a similar format for next year.

The Commercial Take of Striped Marlin
This year as happens most years in the months of February through April there is an increase in the numbgrs
of Striped Marlin predominately in the South of NSW, this year was no exception.

A4EA T AET AEEEAOAT AA OEEO UAAO xAO OEAO OEA CAT Q) Al /
dow by 3 boats due to the decision by the Labour Government not to honour the terms of the agreement.
In a 2 week period these boats set their lines inside the shelf off Jervis Bay in between Amateur boats whigh

created a huge outcry from the amateur ranks. There were hysterical people claiming that up to 5000 fish
were taken which got everyone excited, fortunately the truth is that there was only between 500 and 600

AAOGCEOh OOEIT O1T1T 1T ATU AOO OEAU xAOAT 860 AT ET ¢ Al UOH
Hopefully GFAA President Grahame can get some sort of resource sharing in place and NSWDPI put somg live
AAEO DPOI OGAAOGEITT ET bBI AAA O xA Ai160 EAOA OEA OAI A
Regards
Otto Volz

Page 11
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Victoria
Executi ve Of f I

Again this year has started well for the season. Bass Strait has been fishing well for sharks with some
notable captures. These being a Mako 260Kg on 15Kg caught by Paul Irvine and is a pending State
record. Sam Taranto caught a Mako of 225Kg on 15Kg. Bass Strait Game Fishing Club Inc have advised
that this season they have had two of their juniors catch their first sharks and five new seniors getting
their first fish.

The Victorian Game Fishing Club held a very successful tournament which was the Anaconda Victorian
Gamefish Classic held at Rhyll, Phillip Island. This is a new sponsor for Victoria and was very successful
especially in these challenging economic times. This also resulted in conjunction with the Rhyll Phillip Is-
land Angling Club raising a total of $1270.00 for the local Country Fire Association.

The VGFC also implemented several changes to this tournament which was to raise the minimum
capture weight for sharks from GFAV minimum 20Kg to 40Kg.

Blue sharks were excluded from capture unless the catch was a potential State, Australian or World
record. This resulted in 25 Sharks tagged and 2 captured compared with last year 27 tagged and 12
captured.

VGFC also advise that they have had a significant increase in membership this year.

Most of their fishing is held in NSW waters and to date they have tagged 85 fish of which 54 are billfish
and only 7 captures. Note: No billfish captured.

Beaumaris Motor Yacht squadron that they have 65 anglers affiliated with GFAV but find it very hard to
get members to fish organized game fishing trips to Portland or Rhyll. They are looking at how they
address this matter for the future.

We have had two Australian records approved and have one pending.

Last year we had bag limits on all fish reviewed. This has resulted in the following.

New regulations effective from 2 March 2009.
Bag/possession limit: A total limit of 5
For albacore and/or skipjack tuna.

Marlin (all species)

Scientific name: Istiophoridae
Minimum legal size: no minimum.
Bag/possession limit: 1.

Swordfish

Scientific name: Xiphias gladius
Minimum legal size: no minimum.
Bag/possession limit: 1.

Tuna (southern bluefin,

yellowfin and big eye)

Scientific name: Thunnus spp.

Minimum legal size: no minimum.
Bag/possession limit: 2 (of which no more than
1 may equal or exceed 120cm).

Yellowtail kingfish

Scientific name: Seriola lalandi
Minimum legal size: 60cm.
Bag/possession limit: 5.

Page 12
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White shark & greynurse shark

Scientific name:Carcharodon carcharias
andCarcharias taurus

Protected species. Taking or attempting to take,
including catch and release, is prohibited.

Shark (all species other than
school and gummy shark,

white shark, greynurse shark

and elephantfish)

Minimum legal size: no minimum.
Bag/possession limitl per species.
Landed whole or as a carcass.

As at the end of March SBT over 100Kg have been caught. Also an albacore of 40Kg has been caught.

Cheers
Corrie Banks

Page 13
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Tasmania
W Executive Offi

three thousand dollars. We also had in attendance members of parliament, fisheries research and peak
bodies that helped lift our profile and gave us a great chance to network.

Grahame Williams presenting one
of the many GFAA trophies won
by Tasmania

Jake Smythe presenting Mr John
Jacob with his Life membership of
the TGFA

During the evening we had the pleasure of presenting John Jacob with a life membership of the
TGFA.

Scalefish review 2008/2009

The Tasmanian Game Fishing Association has been working hard on the review process to keep the
interests of game fishing in the minds of the people making the decisions. In an early draft a Tuna licence
was put up to try and find out more about the catch rates and methods used by mainly pelagic anglers.
The debate has been hot to say the least, behind closed doors, and we have managed to have it
withdrawn at this stage but will continue to monitor the situation. The review has raised an interesting
guestion in regards to bodies such as ours in lobbying for the rights of our members; at what stage do
you stop representing your members? Many of our members in Tasmania do more than one type of
fishing activity when on the water.

Page 14

The TGFA last year held its first presentation dinneronthe 150 f November at Hadl|ey6:
TGFA and GFAA trophies that had been won during the year. My thanks to President Grahame for

attending the dinner and presenting the GFAA trophies. The night was a great success and we will

continue with the dinner this year and in years to come. On the night we held an auction to raise money

for charity and | had the pleasure of presentinjg a
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One other area of concern is a growing push to shut areas to anglers to reduce the interactions with
wildlife; | see this has the potential to have areas around small islands far off shore closed to fishing. This
may well work if managed correctly therefore making it possible to fish at certain times of the day for
pelagic species without interactions at dusk and dawn.

WEB SITE

The Tasmanian Game Fishing Association has established a web site for its members. The site holds all
the Tassie records, association information, club information and much more. We also have a news page
with the latest information on whats happening around the clubs. The site is also running a photo
competition page and we hope to have some great photos on the site in the coming months. | invite you
to take a look at www.tgfa.asn.com.

FISHING REPORT

At the time of writing we have had the clubs run three of the major tournaments for this year;
unfortunately this year has started quite slow with water temperature not reaching its normal highs for this
time of year. Mainly small albacore were running early in the year. The St Helens Game fishing classic
was a great success but with the cooler water only southern blue fin tuna were weighed in which is
unusual for this event that normally has been dominated by Striped Marlin and Yellow fin Tuna. Maybe
temperatur e

the water wi || change in the coming

Jessica from CSIRO with one
of the small fish needed for
her research

The Southern Game Fish Clubs Coles Bay Classic was run in nice conditions but again only small
albacore were caught. This year saw the Club again help CSIRO in a research program by the members
bringing in some small fish for a research study.

Records

TGFA/GFAA
20091 SWF Male [10.01.09 [Craig Rist GFCNT |Mao Shark [51.70 15 A2671 Granted
20092 SW Femalel10.01.09 |A. Matthews SHGFC |Mao Shark|91.50 15 TGFA Granted
20093 SW Female24.01.09 |G. McGiveron [SHGFC [Mako Shar241.00 37 TGFA Granted
20094 SW Female|31-01-09 |G. McGiveron [SHGFC |Malo Sharkj105.00 |24 TGFA Granted
The following is a list of the latest record claims. Thanks again to Peter for all his work.
Cheers
Brett Cleary

Page 15
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South Australia
Executi ve Of f I

O

The season started early again this year for those anglers chasing Southern Blue Fin Tuna and
Albacore, with the fish arriving off our coast in January. The largest recorded capture (to date)
was a SBT at 112.5kg, with most fish in the 30/40 kg range , double that of the last couple of
years.

The Game Fishing Club of South Australiads Kangaroo
boats competing. SBT to 30 kg , smal/l Makobés in the
fish caught. A new SBT Tag and Release 10 kg Tournament is being held in Port Lincoln early April by the G.F.C. of
S.A.

I'ts been a summer of record Sharks sighting off Adel
Bronze Whaler being the most prominent species. However, around Neptune Island the Great White Shark has only
been sighted on less than 1 day in 3 over the summer, verses sighting of 2 to 10 fish each day in previous years..

The State Government placed a 12 month ban on the fishing for Murray Cod just prior to Christmas, which had no
regard for tourist holiday arrangements and for the stock holding and sales in Tackle Shops along the River Murray.
(South Australia has never had a native stocking program like NSW and Victoria for Murray Cod).

With the continued deterioration of the Coorong, the Government continues to ignore requests regarding the
commercial harvesting of large quantities of juvenile mulloway. ( the Coorong which is the most significant estuary
in Southern Australia provides a significant nursery habitat for juvenile

mulloway for the first 5 years of their life cycle).

The State Governments Department of Environment and Heritage has released, for public comment the Outer
Boundaries for S. A06s 19 Mari ne Par ks, whisepdrks ar®amed
to conserve S.A.086s marine environments but stil!]l al |
tourism, water sports, transport and development. Management Plans for each Park will be developed in consulta-
tion with Industry and Community over the next 2 years, and will need to be in place before any activity will be ef-
fected.

Bob Oliver
Executive Officer S.A.

Page 16!
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Western Australia South
Executi ve Of f I

This years WA Open, run by PGFC, saw competitor numbers downd not surprisingly in the
current economic conditions. Sadly there were no marlin raised or hooked. However the num-
ber of boats who fished for different species did very well. As a contrast the Fremantle Sailing
Club ran the Blue marlin Classic two weeks later enjoyed warmer temperatures and raised
four marlin. None unfortunately were tagged.

West Australian Department of Fisheries is undergoing major changes; we have a new
Fisheries Minister, Norman Moore, as well as a new Chief Executive Office of Fisheries Stuart
Smith. Both are keen to make significant changesd many of which are overdue. We have
already seen restrictions placed on whaler sharks and at present opinions are being sought by
the Minister with regards to the rules under which recreational access to the States fisheries
are to be managed as we progress with resource sharing. The West Australian Game Fishing
Association is having input into these discussions through Recfishwest.

Although numbers participating in some of the southern club tournaments are down, | am glad
to report that generally club memberships are holding up.

With regard to marine parks we have had problems with the Commonwealth rules differing
and over riding those of the State. To this end we have spent a fair bit of time in responding to
the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2000, without much success at this stage.

WAGFA has continued to obtain funding for the FADs programme through Department of
Sport and Recreation. We have again managed to deploy five FADs in the metro area. These
FADs | am sure have contributed to the local clubs managing to maintain their membership as
well as keeping an interest for our fishers, venturing out to the 200m line. Without these in
place | am sure that a large number of members would not bother to travel the twenty five or
so nautical miles out to chase marlin.

John Webber
WAGFA Southern GFAA Executive Officer
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Broome has had a downturn in threadfin salmon either caught or tagged this year and normally
have a threadfin salmon dedicated event but decided to amalgamate this event with another
event because of the lack of salmon numbers in the area. The possible buy out of the local
pro-netter will be greatly appreciated not only by the club but locals are also looking forward to
this happening sooner than later.

These salmon do move south and are also targeted by pro netters at 80 mile beach area which
is several hundred ks south of Broome and we believe these same stock travel down to Dampier
so it will be a huge win for the whole of the Kimberley and Pilbara.

The Broome Fishing Club has increased itods mneml
whil e about a third of the membership are Vvpry
mainly interested in the social and other fishing activities, however, with all this keen interest the
Club has a very enthusiastic committee to take it into the future. They recently held their 20"
Anniversary Billfish Tournament which was very well supported by locals and Australia wide
entrants.

Bait moving into the Dampier Archipelago have seen lots of black marlin become resident also
with some of these bait schools remaining stationary or only moving a very short distance for
several months. This has given anglers excellent opportunities to target these small blacks
ranging from around 5kg to around 90kg being the max size on these particular bait balls. While
travelling approx 60nm offshore to shoals and banks have produced marlin around 150kg to
250kg and large pods of sailfish as well. Dampier numbers of Barramundi have been down with
a recent 2 day event producing 35 barramundi the longest being 93cm, Threadfin Salmon also
down with 27 and the longest being 105cm also 112 Mangrove Jack and 30 Queenfish all re-
leased.

Dennis Bryan-Smith
GFAA Executive Officer
W.A. North
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The second half of 2008 leading into the start of the new year for 2009 was a very busy time for game
fishing in the Northern Territory with another new event added to the game fishing calendar and a very
good season overall. Increased numbers of billfish were tagged and released and catch rates were up
on the previous 2 years. Once again most of the NTGFA member club delegates and committee were
re-elected for another term in late 2008.

The NTGFA continues to work with key stakeholders in the Northern Territory associated with
recreational anglers and game fishing. Several discussions and meetings have been held over the past 6
months pertaining to recreational fishing in the Northern Territory.

Blue Mud Bay

Meetings between representatives of recreational angler groups and numerous fishing clubs and the
consultants engaged by the Northern Territory Government have taken place in the past 2 months. The
meetings were aimed at developing of key elements of a strategy, including stakeholder liaison, as part of
moving forward from Blue Mud Bay, and have now been reported to Government accordingly.

Key objectives of the current Project will include a possible framework for enhanced recognition and
management of Indigenous customary (traditional) fishing rights and a greater involvement of the
Indigenous sector in fisheries management including a possible consultative and decision-making
framework. Opportunities will include the economic development aspirations of the Indigenous sector in
the fisheries sector with reference to the principles of Ecologically Sustainable Development and fisheries
resource allocation.

It is anticipated that results of these meetings will be a key input into the formal negotiations between
Government and stakeholders on Blue Mud Bay. The consultant has now met with relevant stakeholders
including the relevant Land Councils, Traditional Owners (in liaison with the Land Councils), Northern
Territory Seafood Council, Amateur Fishermenods JAs s
Association, NT fishing clubs and the NT Government in developing its advice.

A series of follow up meetings are planned between June and August to provide feedback and tentative
framework for consideration by stakeholders.

Marine Protected Areas

Last year the Australian Government Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and the Arts
(DEWHA) carried out a series of meetings with recreational fishing clubs throughout the Northern
Territory to research of recreational fishing use of the North Marine Region in preparation for the
formulation of the North Marine Region Bioregional Plan.

Many clubs participated in the research but have been left wondering whether or when we will receive a
copy of the report. The NTGFA has been notified that the consultant has sent a draft report to DEWHA in
July last year. The Australian Government has since released the Bioregional Profile for the North Marine
Region. We have been informed by the project manager, Dr llse Kiessling, that comments on the report
will be forthcoming. We have been informed that once the comments are completed, the final document /
report will be submitted to DEWHA.

It is the NTGFA6s understanding that the findinlgs ¢
is complete. We look forward to the final report with great interest.
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NTGFA

The NTGFA continues to enjoy a cooperative working relationship with the NT Fisheries and AFANT and
this has strengthened member clubs and their members alike.

Sanctioned events have increased over the past 6 months with the Darwin Game Fishing Club
introducing a blue water event late last year. It was very successful and has now been added as an
annual event. Clubs in Groote and Nhulunbuy also held sanctioned events and Katherine continues to be
an active participant in coordinating fishing events in the top end.

Regards,

Peter Cox
Northern Territory Executive Officer
GFAA
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Eastern Tuna MAC Report
GFAA Meetingd September 2009

127 Broadwater Tower Ph. 07-5537-9994
17 Bayview St. Fax. 0755379994
Runaway Bay Email. edwardsb@bigpond.net.au

Queensland 4216
EASTERN TUNA MAC MEETING
Held in Canberra 22"-23" April 2009

The Chairman opened the meeting and advised that this would be the last meeting for Eastern Tuna
MAC before it merged with Western Tuna MAC and the Skipjack fishery to form the Tropical Tuna MAC
on 1 July 2009. Over the next four years, AFMA is proposingtore-st r uct ur e t he eXxi §
6 MAC structure. A joint session of ETMAC and WTMAC took place during this meeting for discussion on
the establishment of Tropical Tuna MAC and the MAC rationalisation process.

The proposal to reduce the number of MACs and to make a clear distinction between the roles of MACs,
AFMA and industry had its origins in the Cost Reduction Working Group (CRWG) process commissioned
by the AFMA Board in 2007/08. The proposal was then considered by two stakeholder workshops in
2008. The participants were drawn from all AFMA stakeholder groups, including MAC Chairs and
Executive Officers, commercial fishers, GFAA, recreational fishers, researchers, environmental/
conservation groups and relevant State and Commonwealth Government agencies.

This restructure will be integral to the establishment of a new approach to receiving advice from
stakeholders through a dual advisory model. Under the dual-advisory model, MACs will provide strategic
advice to AFMA reflecting broader community interest in a fishery or fisheries. The fishing industry
(commercial and recreational) will provide advice on operational issues through industry representative
bodies.

Key workshop outcomes were as follows:

and operational issues by Industry representative bodies.

AFMA regulates the commercial harvest of fisheries resources, which are a community owned, common
property resource. The government recognises the sustainable use of these resources has the potential
to provide significant benefits to the community as a whole through the generation of wealth and regional
employment. To enable this to occur, the government provides privileged access to parts of the
community i the commercial and recreational fishing sectors. All Australians have an interest in how
common property resources are used and these interests are recognised by AFMA through key
stakeholders.

Under the Fisheries Administration Act 1991 MAC membership is limited to 9 and will have an
independent Chair, an AFMA member and an appropriate number of other members to ensure the
effective performance of its functions. As wel/l
permanent observers) to attend meetings.

A a majority view that the number of MACs shoul/d
A agreement on a transitional period whereby t hje
phased in over the period 2009 to 2012;
A acknowledgement that the process would be compl
MACs and industry representative bodies;
A agreement that further substanti al cost savinfgs
savings had already been built into the current and future budget;

agreement on a dual advisory process whereby |[st

t
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Both myself and Grahame Williams (permanent observer) raised concerns regarding the recreational and
charter game fishing sector maintaining this se4q(
tation on the ETMAC & WTMAC was one member and one permanent observer on each MAC and we em-
phasised the importance of remaining formally involved with a minimum of one member with additional ex-
pertise via two Appointed Participants (one east coast and one west coast). AFMA is in the process of
calling for nominations for The Tropical Tuna MAC Members and Appointed Participants. At this stage we
havendét been advised if a second A.P. wildl be en

The Conservation observer noted that World Wildlife Fund (WWF) supported the MAC rationalisation and
indicated that NGOs were finding it difficult to maintain effective participation across all the MACs and
other stakeholder forums given their other commitments.

ETMAC Meeting.

At the commencement of the last ETMAC meeting (74) representatives from the Dept of Environment,
Water, Heritage and the Arts (DEWHA) advised the MAC of the possible listing of long fin and short fin
mako sharks as protected species.

ETMAC 75 was informed that long fin and short fin mako sharks (genus Isurus) were accepted for listing
on Appendix Il of the Convention of Migratory Species (CMS) which now makes it a protected species.
Makos are not currently listed and AFMA advised they are working with DEWHA to assess the impact of
this listing on commercial fishing. The meeting was told that makos were important recreational catches.
However the catch of these sharks may be restricted under this listing.

ETMAC was provided with a presentation on the outcomes of the last ETBF Research Advisory Group
meeting at which a range of Harvest Strategies were discussed. Industry representatives were not able to
express a strong preference for how they would like to see long-term Catch and CPUE traded off however,
a number of desirable management outcomes were identified that could be used to help identify a final
choice of harvest strategy for swordfish.

The MAC noted that the ETBF RAG was comfortable with the Recommended Biological Catch (RBC) for
the first year of the Harvest Strategy being likely to be between 1400-1600t for swordfish. Therefore the
MAC did not consider it should make a specific recommendation on the swordfish TAC at this stage
however AFMA and industry agreed they will need to continue to have dialogue to ensure the catch does
not significantly exceed 1400t already set previously.

In relation to a question on how the TAE will be determined the MAC was advised that individual TAEs
would be calculated for each key target species (Swordfish, Yellowfin, Big-Eye, Albacore, Striped Marlin)
then an overall TAE set for the fishery that allows all species to be fished at sustainable levels.
Consequently swordfish as the most vulnerable species may be used to derive the TAE. Industry MAC
members sought an understanding from AFMA that the starting point for TACs for other species would be
under the future quota system, noting that catches would be limited by the TAE in the interim period. AFMA
agreed this concern would be taken into consideration.

AFMA management advised the MAC that with all legal challenges to the grant of SFRs in the fishery now
finalised AFMA had commenced the process for the formal SFR grant. Once the grant is complete the
hook decrementation system will come into operation and the current fishing permit system will cease. A
system based on decrementing operators a set amount of hooks per shot was developed and each shot
would primarily be identified from logbook records and Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) analysis. Using
this system means the drum monitor as specified under the management plan would not be required.

ETMAC discussed the issue on whether the number of hooks per shot that would be decremented would
be based on the fleet average or a vessel specific average. The MAC agreed that using the fleet average
will disadvantage those who set less than the fleet average which is around 10 boats (20-25% of the
fishery) but is administratively easier to introduce and hence less expensive. It is also less likely to be

appealed in court.
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The individual vessel average if successfully appealed would result in the terms of the current management
plan being employed which would require all operators to have drum monitors and not be able to carry
spare hooks. AFMA advised that when a new boat enters the fishery it would be given the fleet average
which removed the complication of how to handle this scenario under a vessel average system.

Note: Under Fleet Average. The average number of hooks per set amongst all vessels is the number that
would be decremented from every set from all vessels.

ETMAC remained divided on this issue but from an administrative perspective and with the desire to get
this system operational the fleet average was considered the only suitable option. Industry members also
agreed there should be a three month period to trade SFRs before they come into effect.

As the present Management Plan under TAE (hooks) will remain until 2010 before being amended to TAC
(' TQ6s) management ETMAC noted the appointments [t
and that AFMA had recently met with the panel to explain the factual brief. AFMA anticipates a draft report
from the panel by the end of June.

Western Central Pacific Fishing Conference (WCPFC) Update

WCPFC is an International forum set up in an endeavour to manage this area for the sustainable catch of
the fish stocks taken by those nations fishing in the Western & Central Pacific Ocean. After 31 nations
signed the agreement, about three years ago, this organisation was formally Constituted. One meeting a
year is held.

ETMAC was advised that at the WCPFC meeting in December 2008 there was a proposal from the United
States requiring the use of large circle hooks or large finfish bait by swordfish fishers to mitigate against
turtle interactions. Australia suggested a country should develop its own turtle mitigation plan rather than
mandate the use of large circle hooks and finfish bait and advised it is not keen on implementing mandatory
use of circle hooks due to the impact on shark catches and the concept of whole fish bait would be
extremely difficult to enforce.

The United States was adamant this would go to the vote so Australia had to make concessions and a
compromise. The MAC was advised that whatever Australia develops it will need to be at least comparable
to the United States measures as they are promoting this enthusiastically. This was accepted with a start
date of 1 January 2010. The draft turtle mitigation plan needs to be approved by the Scientific Committee
in August so it needs to be finalised by end of July 2009.

ETMAC noted the need for industry to work with AFMA on this plan and some possibilities to reduce
interactions are exclusion zones around breeding sites. A suggestion was there would be 10 nautical mile
exclusion zones as science has shown during breeding season turtles do not move more than 10 nautical
miles from the breeding site.

ETMAC received an update on the status of swordfish management arrangements in the WCPFC. The
Australian delegation put a proposal to renew swordfish measures already in place which was a limit on the
number of boats and no increase in catch during the agreed period. During that time the European
Community tripled their catch and increased their number of vessels fishing for swordfish.

The Australian delegation wanted to limit swordfish catches to 2006 levels but the European Community
were totally opposed to such a measure as they stated they catch 5,000t rather than the 1500t that they
initially claimed. In the end Australia did get the resolution passed and if the EC want to claim more catch
then they must undergo an independent catch verification process. However, to get the resolution passed
Australia had to put in a footnote that we have a TAC for swordfish of 1400t.
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Seabird Interactions

ETMAC was provided with a brief history of actions to date to reduce seabird interactions and the origin and
reasons behind the daylight setting closures were detailed. The current daylight setting ban runs out on
30" April 2009. AFMA advised that if the Threat Abatement Plan (TAP) is breached within that area
(between latitudes 30-35°S and west of longitude 156°E) within 12 months then the area is closed until the
Environment Minister is satisfied that better seabird mitigation measures are in place. Longline seabird
interactions must be less than 1 for every 20000 hooks set in the ETBF. If more than this then area
closures are instigated.

The problem is that Southern Bluefin Tuna are targeted by daytime sets and birds are best avoided by night
setting so it is very difficult for industry to accept the daylight setting ban. However the risk of having the
area closed for an indeterminate length of time is too great if the daylight setting ban is removed. Industry
stated they need information on when bird abundance in certain areas is likely to increase. This will at least
let industry know when the potential for interactions may increase but the risk of closure is still too great to
remove the daylight setting closure.

NOTE: CSIRO monitor sea surface temperatures and are able to predict in which areas SBT are most likely
to be found and hence seabirds such as albatross. Because of this the core and buffer zones are estab-
lished at regular intervals during the SBT season on the East Coast. The MAC agreed the lesser of two
unpalatable options is to maintain the current daylight setting ban to minimise the risk of closing the area for
an unspecified length of time.

AFMA advised that the current TAP review will commence in May although, if anything, the current
measures may be strengthened. However adoption of the CCMLARR measures to describe seabird
interactions and whether they are classed as mortality or not may be initiated earlier. Industry considered
the fact that there is considerably less effort in the fishery now than during the development of the TAP
should also receive further consideration as the overall number of seabird mortalities is likely to be lower
than originally anticipated.

The ETBF budget for Fisheries Management, Research, MAC Meetings, Logbook, Data
Management, Licensing, Observers, Regulatory Standards, and Environment is $2,014,023.00

Eastern & Western Tuna MACOGs Joint Session

ETBF and WTBF MACs convened in Joint Session on the afternoon of 22 April and resumed for an hour on
the morning of 23 April under the chairmanship of Mr Bill Nagle (Chair ETBF MAC).

This meeting discussed;

Current status of MAC rationalisation process - Establishment of Tropical Tuna MAC
Dual advisory model

Transition arrangements for the Tropical Tuna MAC

Regulatory Reform

Marine Bioregional Planning

NGO proposals for an extensive Coral Sea Marine Park

The Coral Sea Closure

The Joint Session was advised of the status of two proposals for Marine parks in the area of the Coral Sea.
Ms | mogen Zethoven from the American Pew Charit ajpl
advocacy for a large marine park which would abut the Great Barrier Reef Marine Park and extend out to
encompass the Coral Sea. She informed the meeting that this marine park would be no take (commercial
and recreational). She defined the southern boundary of the Coral Sea is Pt Macquarie but the first stage
of closure would be 24°30S, the southern boundary of the GBRMP.

East Coast industry members advised that they consider the Coral Sea area is the last frontier that offers

tremendous opportunity for fishing expansion and will want significant compensation if they are to give up
their current access right. The number of recreational/charter boats now fishing outside the GBRMP in the

Coral Sea is also growing.
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Peter Trott (WWF) indicated that WWF was also advocating that the Coral Sea be made a marine park and
was actively engaged in DEHWA Marine Bioregional Planning processes for the Eastern bioregion. The
meeting noted that WWF6s position provide scope
proposed model.

The Joint Session acknowledged the utility of no take zones for more sedentary reef associated species but
noted advice from the Scientific Member that the general dispersal of pelagic species away from breeding
areas in the north of the Coral Sea would take them to out of the EEZ and/south of the proposed park
boundary where they would be vulnerable to fishing from other fishing nations.

The Joint session recognised significant opposition from both industry and the recreational and charter
sectors to advocacy from both Non-government Organisations (NGOs) regarding the establishment of a
large marine park in the Coral Sea. Industry members were disappointed that work over many years to
move their operations towards a fully sustainable footing could be called into question by these proposals.

The web link below provides information on the progress of the non-government campaigns in the East
Marine Region (i.e., PEW and WWF-Australia campaigns in the Coral Sea) that may be helpful to better
understand what is envisaged by these organizations.

http://www.afma.gov.au/environment/planning/PEW_WWFE.htm

Resource Sharing in the ETBF

Because of the direct conflict earlier this year between the longliners deliberately targeting Striped Marlin
and recreational gamefishers on the traditional game fishing grounds off the southern NSW coast Tim
Simpson, editor of Bluewater Magazine, asked me to write a report on the situation with the Resource
Sharing Agreement. This report appears in the latest issue of Bluewater and gives the full history of events
since the first workshop in 2002, which produced The Coolangatta Communiqué where the then
Government recognised recreational fishing as a major stakeholder in Commonwealth fisheries, until the
final meeting where the Resource Sharing Agreement was accepted by the then Government in October
2007. History shows that the present Labor Government has refused to honour this Agreement.

Bill Edwards

ETMAC Member

f
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COFES HARBOUR GEC

Coffs Harbour GFC will celebrate their 21st
birthday on Saturday 18th July 2009. The
Club has organized a 21st Birthday
Celebration that will be long remembered. We
wish them a very happy birthday and many
more to come.

In May Coffs Harbour GFC was once again lashed by storms, these

Even though the storms this year have caused a major problem for the area, Club anglers were
still able to get in some fishing.
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. CANBERRA GEC

(‘ &~-';'“ ') 28" YELLOWFIN TOURNAMENT
2w 4=-4 1618 MAY 2009 .. BERMAGUI, NSW
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which deterred some. We have a number of boats and crews who have fished this event for many years now and

including the NSWGFA Junior Team.

still went out. This is of course a worry as with a warning such as this | believe that all insurance is negated. Arsfills
had our free barbecue on Saturday night with the marquee full to capacity. It was a great night and everyone washeo
Sunday would be fishable.

of boats fighting and a number of tagged fish. It was looking good! Throughout the day there were reports of tagged
128kg on 24kg which is a potential record.

Our Sunday night Tournament Dinner was again a resounding success with more food than we knew what to do with.
had their plates piled high and we had a marquee full of happy people having a terrific time.

of that ibad chopd that they consumed the night befo
and release.

We are of course indebted to our sponsors for their support and enthusiasm. There were a number of them who actie
tournament. We also had the Managing Director of Honda Marine, Stuart Strickland with us and he drew the winn
Honda motor. Stuart and Ante Cuk fished on AStrike Z
which he has been rubbing in to all in Melbourne since his return.

Thank you to all who participated and helped make this such a success and | hope we see you all again next year!

Sanchia Glaskin
Secretary Canberra GFC

/eNUGU
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7’ GAME FISHING REPORTd Jan/Feb 2009
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With the increase of the water temperature, the bait fish have arrived in great numbers and from
all reports it will only be a matter of time before the billfish arrive. At present there has been rat
Yellowfin in abundance and quite a few Albacore. Marlin have been sighted but nothing has been
captured. There has also been sightings of |
believe it or not protected Whites.

The Ull adulla fiJess Sams Tournamento has rec
some 6 captured with the largest being 116kg and the heaviest Shark (Mako) 170kg.

Mer i mbula BG & LAC wi |l host a ABroadbi || To
May and the first weekend in June.

The anticipation for this tournament was huge and the entries started rolling in at an early rate from as far northiammF

and southern Victoria. With 97 boats we were slightly down on last year no doubt because the weather was not lookinfy too ¢

t is al

fantastic to see them turn up again full of enthusiasm. It was particularly encouraging to have 19 juniors and smadgfy fish

I't is becoming a bit of a thing that we wil| have oyirg da
place at 4.45 on Saturday morning. Because of this we had to cancel fishing for the day which was disappointing aads{ few k

y we
fident

The weather on Sunday looked good and we had the bulk of the fleet out on the water by 7.30. The first sked at 8.10ldad a cc

Ifish ar

few captures. The outstanding capture for the day went to a small fry angler, Mehmet Huseyin and this was a Stripedq Marlir

Every

Monday was again a good day and the majority of the boats were out there early. There were a few late starters naisiejubt be

\r e .

which is very satisfying and a great night was had by all. Members of Wollongong did particularly well in both captugd and t:

y fishe
Er for 1
b ne

ar (

en

ur i
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¢0EN SPORT ¢ EDEN SPORT & GAME FISHING CLUB
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The fish were reported to be between thirty and forty kilos
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2009 EDEN OPEN GAME FISHING TOURNAMENT

The 13th Eden Open Game Fishing Tournament was conducted over the weekend of th& affitApril
2009. 44 boats comprising 156 anglers, from as far a field as Adelaide, Geelong, and Gippsland to
a42dz0K YR { K2t KIFI @Sy | SIRax /IYoSNNI > . FaSyl
outstanding prizes and Trophies.

The Tournament got off to a cracker of a start with teams being greeted by a glorious golden sunr
relatively, calm seas as they headed wide towards the continental shelf in search of Marlin and Yel
Tuna.

The first reports of fish tagged & released came from the few boats that had sped down to Green G
FANBOGZ G2 OGFNBSG YAYIFAEAKD® t SGSNI YR w20SNI
YAYIFAAK GF33FASR 0ST2NB yonnltyY YR Ff2y3 gAlGK
.2FGa 2dz2i 6ARS 6SNB y2i0 KIFI@Ay3d YdzOK &dz00Saa
Marlin for the Tournament.

Overall the Tournament was hailed a huge success with 9 Marlin tagged & released (over 39 lost),
Albacore, Mako Sharks, Mahi Mahi, Kingfish and Striped Tuna tagged and one Marlin captured. In
fish were tagged and only one fish weighed in. This reflects the attitude of gamefishers and the em
on tag & release to assist Fisheries in their research of pelagic species and the continuation and
sustainability of game fishing as a sport to be enjoyed for our future generations.

Nine Eden S & GFC anglers had a great time recently fishing in Tasmanian Watgrs
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2009 Riviera NSW Interclub Tournament

The 2009 Riviera NSW Interclub Tournament was held over the weekends Suumss®™

21st, 22nd February and 28th February, 1st March. The 2009 Tournament marked the 47th NSWGFA
State Club Championships.

183 boats and 816 anglers participated, which was down on previous years however given the downturn
in the economy over the past 12 months, it was what organizers had predicted may occur.

The Interclub briefing was held on Friday 20th February where over 600 people attended, this is a Jery
important night where the tournament rules are-edfirmed and guest speakers address the skippers
anglers on important matters relating to the tournament.

.94

The tournament officially commenced with the 2009 Riviera NSW Interclub Sail Past where 183 boats
YFEIRS | aLISOGI OdzZf F NJ AA3IKEG a GKSe Y2(2NBR-Raygl |aAi
Volunteer Coastal PatrolPort Stephens.

The weather was perfect for Day 1 of the competition, some might say, too perfect, hook-ups
were slow however this did improve in the afternoon and set the trend for the whole tournament.

Day 2 Again a perfect day, Shortbill Spearfish were prevalent this year, whilst it is not unusual to hjve 1
or 2 tagged, it was unusual to have 15 tagged over the 4 days of the Interclub.
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